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The Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award
for the Entrepreneur Teacher, 2006

Evaluation and Selection
of the Winning Teachers

This year, the Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award for the
Entrepreneur-Teacher is marking its third year of
activity.

To formulate and apply the working methods, the
directors of the Award Foundation appointed a steering
committee and a public council with members from all
sectors of Israel's education and social systems and
business community. The Council supervises and
advises the directors of the Award Foundation in the
attainment of the program's goals and maintains liaison
among the various sectors. The council members hold
senior positions in entities related to the Israeli education
system: the Ministry of Education, the teachers'
organizations, local authorities, academia, pedagogy,
and various public institutions. Businesspeople and
parents are also represented.

The award is publicized among schoolteachers
through the channels of the education system, school
administrations, a Web site, and advertisements in
Ma'ariv, the sponsor of the award.

This year, the panel of referees selected ten teachers
from various parts of the country. Although no sectoral

or other quotas were set in advance, it was discovered
after the fact that the winners came from diverse
sectors, taught a wide range of subjects, and worked
for various education institutions across the country.
Each winner receives a prize in the sum of NIS 10,000
in support of his/her entrepreneurial initiative. Some
120 initiatives were submitted for assessment; all were
examined in a lengthy six-stage process. For the final
stage of selection, representative members of the
Steering Committee and the Public Council joined the
referees.

The criteria for assessing entrepreneurship and
selecting the winning teachers relate to special content
and teaching principles, the teacher's work within the
school system, the transition from the initial idea to its
implementation, the identification of proven results, and
potential dissemination.

The applications were reviewed by a panel comprised
of six referees and six coordinators—all of whom are
prominent professionals in their fields, experts in various
disciplines, senior teachers with extensive experience
in teaching, high-ranking administrators, and skilled
curriculum developers.

Award's Board of Directors is currently seeking
to develop a mechanism for the dissemination of
information about the winning initiatives and the
winning teachers' work, as well as ways to assimilate
the awarded enterprises in the education system at the
local, regional, and national levels. Another option being
explored is the establishment of relations between
entrepreneur-teachers and interested entities in Israel
and abroad.



The Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award
for the Entrepreneur Teacher

Entrepreneurship -
Beyond Excellence

Educationstandsoutamongthosefieldsinwhichprogress
and importance are matters of public consensus. No
one disputes the centrality of the education system and
its significance in our quality of life and our future. The
achievements of the education system are sometimes
subjected to waves of criticism that focus, among other
things, on the work, standards, and pedagogic skills
of teachers. It is no secret that the public image of
teachers in Israel has declined. Nevertheless, without
belittling the importance of critical processes and the
demand and striving for improvement, one should point
out that educational activity as a whole is the work of
numerous teachers and educators whose efforts are
under constant scrutiny and who, for the most part,
exert themselves every day in the performance of their

work. Our children's education, as well as the set of
values that they receive before they embark on adult
life, are ultimately the outcomes of the teachers' labor,
the goals to which we all aspire.

The Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award for the Entrepreneur-
Teacher is a unique educational program that seeks
out and promotes schoolteachers and educators
from educational institutions of all types, including
kindergartens. The teachers whom the program seeks
are those who orient their educational actions toward
entrepreneurship and act in ways that are worthy of
replication and implementation in other educational
institutions across the country.

The idea behind the award was developed and
implemented by Leon Recanati and Yaakov Kop
three years ago. About a year ago they were joined
by Stanley Chais, an American businessman known
for his involvement in the educational sphere in Israel,
and the Sacta-Rashi Foundation, one of Israel's leading
private funds, focusing on education, social welfare
and health.

The sponsors and leaders of the program believe in the
power of teachers and educators to initiate, motivate,
and foster entrepreneurial qualities in their working
environment, thus adding something of themselves
that surpasses and complements what is already being
done in existing settings. The recipients of the Recanati-
Chais-Rashi Award for the Entrepreneur-Teacher are
educators who have successfully developed unique
initiatives that can create change and improve scholastic

and educational achievements. These initiatives are
characterized not only by the dedication, proficiency,
and excellence of those who pursue them but also,
and most importantly, by didactic breakthroughs that
transcend conventional educational settings. The
winners' distinguished qualities are rooted in their
ability to develop original aspects and apply effective
responses in the complex and ever-changing reality of
kindergartens, schools, and communities in which they
are active.

We believe that the promotion educational
entrepreneurship of the type envisioned will impact
the entire education system. These welcome initiatives
may help to update and refresh curricular materials at
the local scale and enrich the curriculum at the national
scale. Raising pedagogic standards will improve
Israeli students' chances of advancement in life after
completing high school. High-school graduates wiill

contribute more during their army service, will perform
more successfully in higher education, and will ultimately
play an more active and productive role at all levels of
social and economic life.

“Those who plant wheat plan for a year; those who
plant trees plan for decades; those who educate us
plan for future generations."

The fulfillment of this ancient adage by our teachers is
the vision of the Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award for the
Entrepreneur-Teacher.

The Award's Directors wish to thank the coordinators
and referees who as volunteers invested much time
in the selection process. We also wish to thank Ofer
Nimrodi, Avi Betelheim, and the Ma'ariv newspaper for
championing the cause of supporting education by
sponsoring the Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award for the
Entrepreneur-Teacher.

Leon Recanati
Chairman and CEO Director, Taub Center for Social
GlenRock Israel Policy Studies in Israel

Prof. Yaakov Kop Elie Elalouf
General Director Chairman
Sacta-Rashi Foundation Chais Family Foundation Chais Family Foundation

Stanley Chais Mark Chais

Board Member






