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researchers, veteran teachers and academics
specializing in the development of innovative
curricula.

Representatives of the Steering Committee and
the Public Council also took part in the final
stage of choosing the winning candidates.

The initiatives were examined in a lengthy process
comprising six stages. The criteria for evaluating
the initiatives and choosing the winning teachers
are based on examining the uniqueness of the
contents, the originality of the proposed curricula
relative to the existing curricula and solutions in
the educational system and on the innovativeness
of the principles of instruction. The judges also
examined the teacher's modus operandi withinthe
system, from the initial stage in which the idea was
conceived, developed and implemented, until the
proven results and the potential for disseminating
and integrating the initiative in the system.

This year, the team of judges chose nine
initiatives proposed by 10 teachers from all
over Israel.

Each of the winners is awarded a NIS 10,000
prize in recognition of his initiative. We hope
that the Entrepreneur Teacher Award, which is
now in its fourth year, will continue to advance
the worthwhile exposure of these educational
initiatives among the teachers and public with
whom we are blessed.



Evaluation
and Selection
of the
Winning Teachers

This year the Entrepreneur Teacher Award is
marking its fourth year of existence. In order
to formulate and implement the modi operandi;
a steering committee and public council were
set up, comprising members from all sectors of
the educational system, welfare agencies, the
social system and the business world in Israel.
The Entrepreneur Teacher Award is headed by
a steering committee of 13 members, headed
by Mr. Leon Recanati and Professor Yaakov Kop
as joint chairmen. The Award Council supervises
the Award management, advises it on promoting
the goals of the program, and serves as a liaison
with the various sectors. Among the Council
members are professionals from the heads of the

educational system, the Ministry of Education, the
teachers unions, the Center for Local Government,
the business sector, academia, and representatives
of the parents, teachers and various public
organizations.

The Award was publicized this year through the
educational system, the teachers unions, the
schools, the website and the Maariv newspaper,
the sponsor of the Award. Around 130 initiatives
by teachers, educators and preschool teachers
were submitted to the judges. Four judging
coordinators and 29 judges are in charge of the
process of screening, examining and choosing
the initiatives that are worthy of receiving the
Award. The team of judges includes heads of
colleges and school principals, pedagogical
directors and senior administrators in the
field of education, lecturers, superintendents,




of teaching in Israel. The award is intended to
support those unique teachers and educators
who, despite the difficulties, succeed in pushing
the envelope of their roles, spearheading unusual
moves and initiating educational and social
solutions that constitute real breakthroughs.
Theidea of the Entrepreneur Teacher Award was
conceived four years ago by Leon Recanati and
Professor Yaakov Kop. They were later joined by
Stanley Chais, an American businessman known
for his activity in the field of education in Israel,
and by the Rashi Foundation, one of Israel's
leading private foundations, which focuses on
Israel's periphery in the areas of education,
health and welfare.

During the past four years, the judging committee
has received hundreds of initiatives by teachers
and educators from every educational institution
in Israel, from preschools to high schools, from
State schools, from yeshiva high school and
from special education institutions.

The board of judges believes that the winning
initiatives have the power to make a contribution
in raising the standard for students and studies,
improving the students' capabilities, expanding
the fields of knowledge, increasing motivation
and bringing about a breakthrough in the field
of teaching in Israel.

Leon Recanati
Chairman and CEO

Prof. Yaakov Kop Elie Elalouf

Director, Taub Center for Social General Director
GlenRock Israel Policy Studies in Israel Rashi Foundation

The creators of the program and those who are
actively involved with the award believe in the
power of entrepreneurship and in the power of
teachers to bring about a change and to lead
the educational system to achievements and
excellence. In order to refresh and renew the
curricula and upgrade the teaching methods,
the teacher entrepreneurs must be encouraged,
and we must show them our gratitude and turn
them into role models.

The nine initiatives conceived by the ten
teachers and educators who have won this
year's award have proven once again that
original thinking and striving for excellence lead
to the development of remarkable initiatives
and impressive achievements.

The management of the Award thanks the
coordinators and judges who gave of their time
and participated in the selection process on a
purely volunteer basis. The management of the
Award thanks Ofer Nimrodi and Avi Betelheim,
the heads of the Maariv newspaper, which has
declared its steadfast support for education
and which sponsors the Entrepreneur Teacher
Award.

Stanley Chais Mark Chais

Chairman Board Member
Chais Family Foundation Chais Family Foundation



Entrepreneurship -
Beyond Excellence

Since its establishment, Israel's educational
system has been coping with many unique
challenges. The teachers, who bear the day -
to - day burden of teaching and education, are
forced to contend with social and economic
gaps, religious and ethnic differences, immigrant
integration issues, serious ongoing budgetary
difficulties and an ever-changing reality. At the
sametime, they are expectedto train the student
public for the demanding pace that is dictated
by a rapidly developing age of technology.
Against this backdrop and throughout its years
of existence, the educational system has been
remarkably successful in grooming graduates
who have led Israel to impressive achievements
inmany areas. However, the currently accepted
curriculum is insufficient to ensure that every
student, whether outstanding or of limited
capabilities, learning-disabled or gifted, attains
these desired goals. Sometimes the teacher,
acting on his own initiative, chooses a creative
solution that is not a part of the educational
system. He must built it from the conceptual
stage, invest days and nights in developing it,
search for the necessary resources to carry
it out, give of his time and effort to bring it to
fruition and, at the end of the process, he must
also convince the educational system to support
and integrate the project, in order to enable a
system-wide change.

The Entrepreneur Teacher Award, a unique
educational project, was established with the
goal of promoting entrepreneurship in the field




The Recanati-Chais-Rashi Award
for the
Entrepreneur Teacher

September 2007



