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Evaluation and
Selection of
the Winners

This year the Racanti-Chais-Rashi Award
for the Entrepreneur Teacher is being
awarded for the fifth time and the Award for
the Entrepreneurial Social Worker for the
second time.

In order to formulate and apply procedures,
steering committees and public councils
were established. Committee members
were professionals and public leaders
from all fields: the educational and welfare
systems, social systems and the business
community in Israel. At the head for both
awards are steering committees headed by
the Chairmen, Professor Yaakov Kop, Mr.
Leon Recanati and Mr. Eli Elalouf. The public
councils accompany the award management,
advise it on advancing the programs' goals
and represent a link between the various
sectors.

Members of the Council for the Entrepreneurship
Teacher Award are the heads of educational
systems, professionals in the Ministry of
Education and teachers' organizations,
members of local government, the business
sector, academia, parents and other public
organizations. Members of the Council for
the Entrepreneurial Social Worker Award are
professionals and public officials from the
welfare system, the social and the business
sector in Israel.

Thisyear the award was once again publicized
by schools, on the Internet site of the prize,

through the educational and welfare system,
teachers' and social workers' organizations,
social work offices and the newspaper
"Maariv”, which sponsors the award.

About 70 teacher projects and twenty five
social worker initiatives were submitted this
year for adjudication. Twenty six judges and
adjudication coordinators were entrusted
with the sorting, examination and selection
of initiatives suitable for the Entrepreneur
Teacher Award, and 15 judges for the
selection of initiative candidates for the
Entrepreneurial Social Worker Award.

The team judging teachers' initiatives
included the heads of colleges, school
principals, pedagogic supervisors and senior
administrators in the field of education,
lecturers, inspectors and academics with
expertise in the development of innovative
learning programs. In the team judging social
work initiatives, leading professionals in the
field, veteran social workers, administrative
staff and experts in the field of social
welfare participated. In the final selection
phase, representatives of the steering
committees and public councils also joined
the adjudicators.

Inthe case of both awards, the initiatives were
examined in a lengthy process comprising
six stages. The criteria for assessing the
initiatives and selecting the winners were
based on an examination of the uniqueness of

the contents, their originality compared with
existing programs and solutions, and on the
innovativeness of their operational principles.
Similarly, the program implementation was
examined: from the initial stage when the
idea was conceived, its development and
application, through the identification of the
results, and the potential for replicating and
assimilating the initiative into the system.

This year the adjudicating teams chose four
initiatives from the educational sector and
three from the social work field. The winning
initiatives are from all over the country,
within different sectors, characterized by a
wide variety of activities, and implemented
in a diverse range of institutions around the
country.

Each of the winners will receive a cash prize
of NIS10,000 to encourage his/her initiative.
For the Entrepreneurial Social Worker
Award, each initiative considered suitable
will receive an additional 10,000 NIS, to
enable its replication and implementation at
different levels of the welfare system. With
regard to the Entrepreneurship Teacher
Award, possibilities are being examined
for disseminating the winning initiatives
within the educational system, as well as for
creating links between the prizewinners and
interested bodies at home and abroad. We
hope that the Racanti-Chais-Rashi Award
for the Entrepreneurship Teacher and the
Award for the Entrepreneurial Social Worker

will help publicize creative initiatives from
the fields of education, welfare and the
community with which we are blessed.



Entrepreneurship -
Beyond Excellence

Israel's teachers and social workers work
within a social reality that continually
confronts them with new challenges. The
environment in which they work places
cultural and social problems in their path
that are not easy to solve, and obligates
them to fulfill tasks and goals on both an
individual and national level. Most of them
are motivated by a feeling and belief that
beyond their involvement in teaching and
social work as a profession, they are fulfilling
a social vocation that is vital in view of
existing social and economic gaps, as well as
religious, ethnic, national and other schisms
in our society. They serve all strata of society,
and, in particular, the many populations that
require special attention: children and youth
at risk, the aged in distress, single mothers,
newimmigrantsstruggling with the difficulties
of absorption, and the disabled.

Although no one questions the fact that
teachersandsocialworkersfulfillacrucialrole
in strengthening and advancing society, the
educationaland welfare systems are suffering
froman on-goingfinancial crisis that hampers
the provision of appropriate solutions for the
plethora of problems plaguing Israeli society.
Despite the difficulties, teachers and social
workers achieve not-insignificant successes.
Against the backdrop of the financial and

They have to formulate these solutions, invest
days and nights developing them, search for
resources in order to realize them, sacrifice
their time in implementation, and - at the
end of the process - they must also persuade
the system to integrate their initiatives and
support their solutions.

The 'Entrepreneur Teacher Award' and the
'Entrepreneurial Social Worker Award!, social-
educationalinitiatives on the local landscape,
areintendedtoencourageteachersandsocial
workers - the few who succeed in spite of the
difficulties - in expanding the boundaries
of their functions, implementing exceptional
activities, and initiating breakthrough solutions
in the fields of education and welfare. The
initiators of the award and their associates see
Israel's teachers and social workers as key in
advancing the individual and the community.
They appreciate initiative and creativity as
tools that spur innovative moves, bringing
about personal growth and social prosperity.

The 'Entrepreneur Teacher Award was
conceived about five years ago by the
businessman Mr, Leon Recanatiand Professor
Yaakov Kop, Director of the Taub Center for

Social Policy Studies in Israel. In the second
stage, they were joined by Mr. Stanley Chais,
an American businessman known for his
activity in the fields of education and society
in Israel, as well as by the Rashi Foundation,
one of the leading private foundations in
Israel with a focus on education and social
welfare in peripheral areas. In 2006 it was
decided to add the 'Entrepreneurial Social
Worker Award' to the 'Entrepreneur Teacher
Award'

This year both awards are being awarded
jointly. During 2008 a 'Kol Koreh' was
published, inviting teachers and social
workers to present their initiatives and
submit their candidacies for the awards.
Some 69 teachers and 24 social workers
applied. Of these, 4 initiatives of the former
and 3 of the latter were selected, joining the
58 teachers and 6 social workers who have
won the awards in previous years

The seven initiatives that were honored
this year (representing four teachers and
five social workers) proved once again that
original thinking and a striving for excellence
lead to the development of exceptional

initiatives that provide a unique response
to a social or educational problem realizing
impressive achievements.

The award winners proved that by means
of originality, openness, initiative and
imagination, one can impart the hope and
opportunity to learn, develop, advance, grow,
self-actualize, and live in dignity,

The award management wishes to thank
members of the adjudication committees,
who invested their energy and time, working
completely voluntarily, days and nights, on
the task of selecting the winners. Our thanks
go to members of the Public Council who
followed our work closely, and to members
of the steering committees who guided
the modus operandi. The management
also wishes to thank Ofer Nimrodi and the
newspaper 'Maariv' which sponsors the
awards.

systemic limitations, teachers and social

kerstry tofind " lutions that Leon Recanati Prof. Yaakov Kop Elie Elalouf Stanley Chais Mark Chais
workerstrytofindcreative sofutions that may Chairman and CEO Director, Taub Center for Social General Director Chairman Board Member
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